[What is the risk of resection of the right hepatic artery in resection of central bile duct carcinoma?].
Between 1990 and 1994 we performed tumor resection on 21 patients with a cholangiocarcinoma of the porta hepatic. In 5 cases a segmental resection/ligature of the patent right hepatic artery was performed. The postoperative course of recovery in these 5 patients was compared to that of the other 16 patients. We found no significant differences in either the postoperative course of recovery or the laboratory parameters of the two groups. There was no clinical liver necrosis or bile duct necrosis (which would have manifested itself as a leak in the anastomosis) in either group. On the basis of our experience, segmental resection/ligature of the right hepatic artery as part of a radical cholangiocarcinoma resection is possible provided that the right portal vein is patent.